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understand it. Poverty is a great evil; but to a woman of education
and feeling it ought not, it cannot be the greatest I would rather
be teacher at a school (and I can think of nothing worse), than
marry a man I did not like."
" I would rather do anything than be teacher at a school,"
said her sister, " / have been at school, Emma, and know what
a life they lead; you never have. I should not like marrying a
disagreeable man any more than yourself; but I do not think
there are many very disagreeable men; I think I could like any
good-humoured man with a comfortable income."
This older sister is an honest and sound-hearted woman, who
can still think kindly of her other sister, Penelope, who ruined
her own chances of happy wedlock. Emma has unexpected success
at the ball, although her party are cold-shouldered by the stylish
Osbornes and their friends. But the good-natured girl chances to
attract attention without in the least intending it by going to the
rescue of a little boy, who had been disappointed of a dance with
MissOsborne. Her good looks do the rest. Lord Osborne's own
chaplain and tutor, the worthy Mr Howard, solicits a dance, and
also Tom Musgrave, whom she had been warned against as a
dangerous flirt. His lordship wants to follow suit* It is some-
thing like the opening of Pride and Prejudice; though Emma
was not intended to marry the great man. She was to refuse
Lord Osborne and accept Mr Howard. For the plot was
confided to Cassandra, who after Jane's death used to read the
fragment to her nieces and tell them how it was to have ended.
A sister-in-law of Emma's who comes on the scene before the
story breaks off might have been a preliminary study for the ill-
bred Mrs Elton, in Emma. The small talk is excellent, though
without the pungency of riper days. Otherwise, the style is not
much more than simple reporting; but, it must be remembered,
this was only a first draft.